IGAD CLIMATE PREDICTION AND APPLICATIONS CENTRE (ICPAC) 

FORUM ANNOUNCEMENT 

THE TWENTY SIXTH CLIMATE OUTLOOK FORUM FOR THE GREATER HORN OF AFRICA (GHACOF 26)

VENUE: Kisumu, Kenya

DATE: 2- 3 September 2010 

INTRODUCTION 

The IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre (ICPAC) in collaboration with partners is organizing the Twenty Sixth Climate Outlook Forum for the Greater Horn of Africa (GHACOF26) to be held in Kisumu, Kenya from 2nd to 3rd September 2010. The forum will be held within the framework of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) regional strategy for mainstreaming climate information in key socio-economic sectors for disaster risk reduction and sustainable development. The forum is expected to bring together scientists involved in seasonal climate prediction from the region and renowned centres worldwide as well as users from various sectors and decision-makers. Due to the recent severe impacts of climate anomalies on several socio-economic sectors in the Greater Horn of Africa (GHA) region the theme of the forum will be “Lessons of Regional Climate Outlook Forums for Climate Change Adaptation”.

OBJECTIVES 

The main objective of the forum is to develop regional consensus climate outlook for the September to December 2010 rainfall season. It will also provide a regional interaction platform for the climate scientists and various users of climate early warning advisories. Further, the forum will review lessons / experiences gained from the use of the climate information and products provided at the Twenty Fifth Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum (GHACOF25) held in Nairobi, Kenya from 25 to 26 February 2010. 
The Forum will discuss the potential impacts of the regional consensus climate outlook and formulate mitigation strategies for various socio-economic sectors. A public forum will be organized at the same venue during the last day of the forum to create some awareness on climate risk reduction; climate change adaptation; disseminate the outcome of GHACOF26 as well as give the public opportunity to interact with the climate scientists and address all climate relates issues. 
Several users’ workshops namely: Agriculture and Food Security; Water resources; Disaster Risk Reduction and Conflict Early Warning; Socio-economic benefits of Climate information as well as Media will be organized from 30 August to 1 September 2010 to precede the forum.

CO-OPERATING INSTITUTIONS AND ICPAC PARTNERS 

The cooperating Institutions include Institut Géographique du Burundi; Météorologie Nationale de Djibouti; Eritrea Meteorological Service; National Meteorological Services Agency of Ethiopia; Kenya Meteorological Department; Rwanda Meteorological Services; Somalia Meteorological Services; Sudan Meteorological Authority; Tanzania Meteorological Agency; Uganda Department of Meteorology; IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre (ICPAC); Korea Meteorological Administration (KMA); World Meteorological Organization (WMO); USAID/OFDA; UK Met Office/Hadley Centre; and FEWS-NET among others. 

PARTICIPANTS 

Participants will include climate scientists from the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs), universities, research institutions and regional and international organizations engaged in climate modeling, prediction and applications for the region. The users of climate information and prediction products from various socio-economic sectors such as Agriculture, Food security, Water resources, Hydropower generation, Health and Conflict prevention among others will also participate. Various regional and international Governmental and Non-Governmental organizations and the donor community will also be present. 

WORKING LANGUAGE 

English will be the working the language for the forum. 

PARTICIPATION SPONSORSHIP 

Participating Organizations are expected to sponsor their nominees.
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