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The OND season is a critical rainfall period for the equatorial Greater Horn of Africa (GHA), contributing 
up to 70% of the total annual rainfall in parts of Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia. Analysis of predictions 
from seven Global Producing Centres (GPCs), tailored for the GHA, indicates an elevated likelihood of 
above-normal rainfall in OND 2026 across most parts of the region, with only isolated areas in cross-
border areas of southeastern Sudan and north-eastern South Sudan expected to receive depressed 
rainfall (Figure 1a). The strongest signal for wetter-than-average conditions is forecast over southern 
Ethiopia, central to southern Somalia, and north-eastern Kenya. The analysis of rainfall probabilities 
for the October–December 2026 season shows a high likelihood (>90%) of exceeding 400 mm in 
parts of central to southern Somalia, central parts of Kenya, the Lake Victoria Basin region, Burundi, 
western Rwanda and western Tanzania. Central parts of Tanzania, parts of southeastern Ethiopia 
and a few regions in southern South Sudan have probabilities of up to 30% of exceeding 400 mm. 
Relative to historical climatology, the likelihood of receiving 400 mm is higher over most parts of the 
region, with the probability of up to 50% in parts of Somalia, eastern Kenya, Lake Victoria Region and 
western Tanzania (Figure 2a). 

The predicted start dates of the October to December 2026 season based on six Global Climate 
Models forecasts that provide daily rainfall outputs are provided in Figure 3a. The analysis indicates 
higher chances of early to normal onset dates over much of the eastern parts of the region, including 
Somalia, central to eastern Kenya, and most parts of Tanzania. In contrast, the western parts of the 
region are forecast to have delayed onset, consistent with El Niño conditions that not only reduce 
September rainfall but also delay the onset of the seasonal rains in areas that would have onset in 
September before its regional impact transitions from drier to wetter than usual conditions (Figure 
3b). Rainfall performance during OND in 1997 and OND 2023 shows wetter-than-normal conditions 
in most parts of the region, consistent with the OND 2026 objective consolidated forecast. The 
above-normal rainfall observed in the identified analogue years over the region (both of which had 
El Niño active in OND) supports the likely influence of a strong El Niño and developing positive IOD in 
the objective forecast for OND 2026; however, the analogue-year rainfalls should not be considered 
replacements or alternatives to the objective forecast. 

The consolidated objective temperature forecast (Figure 1b) from seven Global Producing Centres 
(GPCs) indicates an increased likelihood of warmer-than-average surface temperatures across the 
GHA. Probabilities of warmer-than-average temperatures are highest over the eastern side of the 
GHA, with peak probabilities over eastern parts of Kenya, Ethiopia, Eritrea, as well as for Djibouti 
and much of Somalia. Near-normal conditions are expected over northwestern Sudan. The outlook 
is relevant for seasonal timescales and for relatively large geographical areas. Local and month-to-
month variations might occur as the season progresses. 

While wetter than usual seasonal-average conditions are most probable over much of the GHA 
regions that usually receive rain in the OND season, dry spells may occur in areas with an increased 
likelihood of above-normal to near-normal rainfall and vice versa. 
ICPAC will provide regional updates on a regular basis while the National Meteorological and 
Hydrological Services (NMHSs) will provide detailed national and sub-national climate updates. 
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Figure 2: October - December 2026 probability of exceeding 400 mm. 
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Figure 3 (a): October - December 2026 onset dates. 
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Figure 3 (b): October - December Probabilistic Onset Forecast 
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Figure 4: October - December 2026 Standardised Precipitation Index (SPI) 
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IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre 

www.icpac.net 
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IGAD Climate Predictions and Applications Centre 

@IGAD_CPAC 

IGAD Climate Prediction & Applications Centre 
 
 

 

 Djibouti | Ethiopia | Kenya | Somalia | South Sudan | Sudan | Uganda | Burundi | Rwanda | Tanzania 


